Proper Field Preparation

MAMMALS

1. Keep your animals cool and out of the sun/heat.

2. Do not drag your animal any more than you have to. Dragging your animal can S/( i

cause hair to fall out and lessen the quality of your mount. Put it on your four-wheeler

or drag it on a sled to avoid damage.

3. Do not make any cuts in front of the front legs.

4. If you are not sure on how to properly skin your game animal, take it to the

taxidermist and let a professional do it for you. /g

For animals that are thin skinned, such as wild canines and squirrels, it is important to get oy BILL MACHARL AND
them to the taxidermist as soon as possible. If you cannot get them there within a few hours,

freeze the animal whole until you can get it to them.

FISH

1.1 highly recommend that you carry a bag of borax with you, and as soon as you catch the fish you want to have mounted, thorough|y
coat the entire fish and this helps to lock in the color of your fish.

2. Do not freeze your fish in newspaper. Wrap it in a wet fowel and then freeze it. This will help protect the fins when the towel hardens.
3. If you are doing a replica mount, make sure that you take a length and girth measurement as well as provide a photo of the fish.

BIRDS

1. Freeze the bird in a position that puts the birds feathers in as little of a bind as possible.

2. For small birds such as grouse and pheasant, you can actudlly slide the bird into a pair of panty hose head first and that holds the feath-
ers in place quite nicely.

3. Do not pull on the feathers for any reason at all. A feather that looks like its going to fall out may just be out of place.

GENERAL CARE
1. Keep the specimen cold and get it to your taxidermist as soon as possible!

The animal, fish, or bird is starting fo deteriorate as soon as it dies. The colder it is, the slower the rate of deterioration. The warmer it is,
the faster it will deteriorate.

2. Be careful not to expose your specimen to heat when transporting.

If the heat has not yet escaped from the animal it should not be hauled for a long distance in a closed trunk. The inside of a trunk can
become quite warm from the sun. The bed of a pick-up can also have warm spots where the exhaust is close to the bed. Don't drive around
unnecessarily. Show your trophy off after it is mounted.

3. Ventilate the carcass of a large animal if unable to skin immediately.
Place branches under the animal so the air can circulate and prop open the body cavity so the heat can escape.

4. Don't assume your guide or outfitter knows how to take care of your trophy.
It is a good idea to visit your taxidermist before going on a hunt to receive information on the proper care of the animals you will be hunting
and the conditions you expect to encounter.

5. Keep the specimen or skin out of the sun.
A specimen or skin exposed to the sun for an extended time can dry out, possible grease burn, and may slip.

6. Before salfing - Flesh heavy meat and fat from the skin. Split the lips, nose, and turn ears.
After salting - Allow fluids to drain. Shake out and re-salt the next day. Do not store in a plastic bag!

7. Do not leave a dead fish lay in warm water.
Keep the fish cool and moist. Fish skin can be coated with borax to keep from discoloring. Place it under fins also. Fish can be packed in salt
and kept for a short period of time. (Approximately 1 week)

8. Do not shove a bird to be mounted into your hunting coat.
Place a piece of paper towel or Kleenex in the bill /beak to keep blood or fluids from getting on the feathers. Wrap the bird in newspaper if
you must carry it in your coat.

9. Repairs are not always easy to conceal.
Do not shoot unnecessarily. Use safety pins for ear tag. Be careful when dragging and hanging.
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